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CHILD ABUSE - FAMILY REUNIFICATION 

522. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Minister for Community Development: 

In 2002 there was a case in which a baby was abandoned by its mother in an industrial bin in Maylands.  At the 
time, the then Minister for Community Development, the member for Kenwick, said that the department’s aim 
ultimately would be to reunite mum and baby.  Later in 2002, in response to detailed concerns raised by the 
grandmother of Wade Scale about the safety and custody of her grandchildren, the former minister wrote to 
Wade’s grandmother stating that the department had been focusing on reunification for some time and that this 
had been carefully considered.  Given this, I ask -  

(1) Is it the position of the minister’s government that the reunification of children with parents should 
occur at the expense of the safety of the children; and, if not, why were the detailed concerns of Wade 
Scale’s grandmother and the history of violence ignored? 

(2) Can the minister guarantee that under his government no other children have been sent back to live with 
their parents in an abusive environment in which their safety may be compromised? 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

(1) No. 

(2) My role and that of the government is to ensure that we put in place the very best possible mechanisms, 
be it legislation or departmental practices, to ensure that children in the community are protected and 
that we work with vulnerable families. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  My role is to ensure that, whenever possible and whenever humanly feasible, these 
things can take place so that we protect those vulnerable people in our community.  It is one of the reasons that 
the review that I have established will consider current cases to ensure that those practices that are child centred 
and that focus on the welfare and wellbeing of children are of primary concern.  That is what this government is 
about.  It is about making sure that children and their welfare are of utmost priority.  That is what will happen 
and that is what has happened with this child. 
 


